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Why internationalization?

Higher education more responsive to the 
challenges of a global society (VUCA)



A world eager and in need of collaboration…



July 11, 1951 - “Campanha Nacional de Aperfeiçoamento de Pessoal de Nível 
Superior”, under the leadership of Anisio Teixeira (beginning of the second Vargas 
government, whose motto was the building of a developed and independent nation…)

In 1953, the University Program was implemented, Capes' main line with universities 
and institutes of higher education. Teixeira hires foreign visiting professors, stimulates 
interchange and cooperation activities among institutions, grants scholarships and 
supports events of a scientific nature.

In 1965: 27 courses are classified at the master's level and 11 at the doctoral level.

Post-graduation in Brazil: 
an example of a successful public policy
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Post-graduation assessment: 
a successful and continuous strategy

Faculty → Researchers → Leaders



Source: Geocapes 

Academic master Professional master Doctorate 

Brazil ranks 14th and 24th in global academic production and impact

responsible for the scientific and technological outcomes in the country...

Post-graduation in Brazil: 
a trajectory of success, in number and in quality



Graduate Programs in Brazil

3636 master courses (837 professional)

2380 doctoral courses (24 professional)

~200k doctors...

4564 programs
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Graduate Programs in Brazil

...although investments...
asymmetries are still high...

4564 graduate programs 

~ 4% 

Innovation 
hubs



Graduate Studies at UFG

75 master courses (13 professional)

44 doctoral courses

~ 1,400 faculty, 4,000 students...

82 programs



% of publications Publications Citations Citations per 
publication

Field-weighted 
citation impact

International 
collaboration 21.8 1261 11156 8.8 1.61

National 
collaboration 51.3 2977 9979 3.4 0.60

Institutional 
collaboration 23.5 1364 4026 3.0 0.53

Single authorship 3.4 197 231 1.2 0.26

International collaboration is instrumental...



With whom UFG collaborates…

1221 institutions in the world (2013 - 2017)



19th

26th

Brazil UFG

International collaboration 29.4% 21.8%

Field-weighted citation impact 0.88 0.79

Publication in top 10% most cited 
worldwide 9.1% 9%

Academic-corporate collaboration 1.4% 1%

UFG performance… (2013 - 2017)
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Brazil Argentina USA Sweden
International collaboration 29.4% 42.5% 32.0% 58.7%

Field-weighted citation impact 0.88 1.00 1.45 1.69
Publication in top 10% most 

cited worldwide 9.1% 9.8% 16.3% 19.2%

Academic-corporate 
collaboration 1.4% 1.3% 3.3% 5.3%

UFG performance… (2013 - 2017)
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How are our graduate programs performing?



C.Biológicas
(267)

Letras
Educação

(30)

Geografia
(39)

Física
(308)

CIAMB
(147)

MTSP
(372)

Odonto
(239)

História
(34)

C.Animal
(219)

Enfermagem
(192)

Ecologia
(442)

How are our graduate programs performing?



Key research topics at UFG (2013 - 2017)

Top 10% most relevant publications, comprising 2944 topics
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Key research topics at USP (2013 - 2017)

Top 10% most relevant publications, comprising 20243 topics



Key research topics at Univ. of Arizona (2013 - 2017)

Top 10% most relevant publications, comprising 10682 topics



Internationalization strategies…

We want to promote at the Federal University of Goiás a research 

environment that is truly international and situated at the frontier of 

knowledge… 

… by attracting young researchers and fostering the qualification of 

our young graduates

Increase synergy among graduate programs...

Improve interdisciplinary thinking...



Research themes

1- Food Security, Agrarian Development and Sustainability
- Environmental Science, Animal Science, Agribusiness, Agronomy, Food Science and 

Technology, Genetics and Plant Breeding, Zootechny, Animal Bioscience, Agrarian Law

2- Biodiversity, Management and Conservation of Natural Resources
- Ecology and Evolution, Animal Biodiversity, Environmental Science, Genetics and Molecular 

Biology, Genetics and Plant Breeding, Geography, Geography

3- Frontiers in Health, Therapeutics, Biology and Biotechnology
- Biological Sciences, Genetics and Molecular Biology, Parasitology, Pharmaceutical Science, 

Pharmaceutical Innovation, Pharmaceutical Nanotechnology, Nursing, Tropical Medicine and 

Public Health, Dentistry, Health Sciences, Health and Nutrition

44 graduate programs with CAPES score > 4



Research themes

4- Innovation and Development in Science, New Materials and Nanoscale 

Technologies
- Chemistry, Physics, Mathematics, Computer Science, Exact and Technological Sciences, 

Pharmaceutical Science, Pharmaceutical Nanotechnology, Genetics and Molecular Biology, 

5- Organizations, Infrastructure, Public Policy and Regional Development
- Geography, Electrical and Computer Engineering, Business Management, Geotechnical, 

Structural and Civil Engineering, Organizational Management, Computer Science

6- Languages, Cultures and Societies
- Education, History, Languages and Linguistics, Social Anthropology, Visual Art and Culture, 

STEM Education, Philosophy, Communication, Human Rights, Language Studies

44 graduate programs with CAPES score > 4



Well-equipped 
laboratories



Weaknesses: English is still our main barrier... 



asymmetric production (19% "A1" papers)

30% of faculty without any publication

A1E

graduate teaching load

"PIBIC"

funded projects

academic background

Weaknesses: institutional asymmetries... 



Weaknesses: A low mobility community... 



36

78

57

Increasing publication numbers...

A close synergy between research and graduate studies...

Rapid growth of the postgraduate system  

3,6 3,8 3,8
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Fostering the academic environment & 
internationalization…

Increase synergy among graduate programs...

Improve interdisciplinary thinking...



A system too big for quick maneuvers...



In times of crisis and budget cuts...



A world eager and in need of collaboration…



Obrigado!
laerte@ufg.br


